Emergency Numbers
The Rev. Wayne Cobb <« 912-844-7975 ﬂ
Denise Waller < 704-637-6680

Church Staff
The Rev. Wayne Cobb <+ Pastor
Lisa Perdue < Organist/Choir Director
Ron Corriher < Handbell Choir Director
Denise Waller <+ Parish Secretary
Sylvia White «% Custodian

e}

The Stewardship of Our Treasure '
Treasurer ’,

Ron Corriher <
Ron Thomas <>
Jeff Hendrix <>
TBA <>
Carrie Hendrix ~ *

Investment Trustee
Investment Trustee
Investment Trustee
Financial Secretary

Ministry Committee Chairpersons
Bereavement <+ Peggy Bringle

Columbarium <+ Agnes Spagnolo & Ron Thomas
CyberMinistry < Jeff Hendrix

Hospitality <+ Linda Beaver ﬁ ﬁ
Learning + Elizabeth Smith &
Lutheran Men In Mission <+ Ben Beaver

Meals On Wheels % Sonny Koontz

Property « Terry Butler

Spencer Council of Churches < Martha Pulliam-Edwards
Sunday School Superintendent «+ Toby Perdue

Support < Tracey Bumgardner

Synod Delegates « Elizabeth Smith & Ron Corriher
W.E.L.C.A. < Elizabeth Smith

Outreach < TBA

Worship & Music < Ron Corriher
Youth < TBA

Congreqational Council
2016 <+

Treasurer
Secretary

Ron Corriher <
Carrie Hendrix < 2016 <+
Lisa Perdue <« 2016 <«
Ron Thomas < 2016
Terry Butler <+ 2017 .!/
Shannon Helms <+ 2017
Elizabeth Smith % 2017 <« President
Paul Briggs < 2018
Martha Pulliam-Edwards <+ 2018

D>

Vice President

Calvary Senior's MealSite

The Spencer Community Nutrition Site is hosted

by Calvary Church through Rufty-Holmes Senior
Center, Salisbury. All Seniors ages 60 & older are
welcome. There's food, fun, fellowship & activities.

Hours: Mon.-Fri. © 10:00 AM-12:30 PM

Meals@12:00. Call the Nutrition @Y HO,
Program at Rufty-Holmes Senior [ ¥4 ﬁf’@

Center 704-216-7702 or Calvary ﬂt w
Church for more information.

Sunday School & Worship Services
9:15 AM T* Sunday School Fellowship
9:30 AM T Sunday School

10:30 AM T* Worship Services

Calvary Lutheran Church
303 Fifth Street

PO Box 23
Spencer, NC 28159

704-636-2152

We Are Thankful For:

www.LutheransInSpencer.org
Pastor Wayne's email: wscobb54@att.net
Denise’s emails:
calvaryelca@charlotte.twcbc.com &
nisewaller@yahoo.com

First Class
Postage
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Ruminations...

JFebruery 2016

“Bold Like Jesus” was the name of the conference presented by the NC Synod of the
ELCA last week. Ron Corriher and I traveled to Christ Lutheran in Charlotte for the
Thursday evening opening session. Unfortunately, the snow and ice prevented us from
going back on Friday and again on Saturday morning for the remainder of the
conference. But I was able to watch and listen online to Shane Claiborne as he made
his presentation to the gathering on Friday morning. Shane is a counter-cultural
Christian. He lives a “set-apart” life that is focused on fully representing Jesus to his
world. He lives and works in inner-city Philadelphia in an intentional Christian
community that models the life of those first century Christians who gave their lives in
humble service to Jesus and to their world. Shane is serious about living out his faith in
the ways that Jesus calls each of us to live out our faith.

In his 2008 book, Jesus For President, Shane begins by offering a refresher course
on the history of God’s chosen people, the Israelites. According to the Pentateuch, the
“law books” of the Old Testament, those chosen ones were given a code of conduct
known as the “purity code” which was meant to govern their relationships with one
another. By following the code religiously, they would be “set apart” from the other
peoples; they would be known far and wide as people who acted differently and lived
different lives because of their allegiance to their God who was truly the lord of their
lives. By how they acted, people would know who they were and what they stood for.

Later in their history, these chosen people began clamoring for an earthy king who
would rule them and lead them. The prophets of their time who boldly proclaimed the
word that God had given them told the people that, according to their God, an earthly
king was not necessary, not needed. God was their king, God
alone was their voice of reason and authority and guidance. If
they listened to and obeyed the voice and the commands of
their God, there was no need for an earthly king to rule and
guide them.

But the people insisted that an earthy king be appointed for
them. The prophets, continuing to proclaim the word of God in
their midst, proclaimed that if they were to elect an earthly
king, eventually their king would mislead them and cause great
division among the people and between them and God. Why?
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Because sooner or later their king would begin making decision based on what was
best for him and his rule and the people would be slowly turned away from God's
ultimate authority over their lives. After all, it is so much easier to listen to a voice
coming from a person who stands before you than it is to listen to a voice that you
cannot see, and, thus, cannot prove to exist. The bottom line is that in a shouting
match between God’s voice and the voice of someone with earthly authority over us,
we are easily convinced to heed the voice that is present instead of the voice that
comes, seemingly, from some far off place. The loudest voice tends to earn our
allegiance.

We are living in a time when loud voices clamor for our attention and our ultimate
allegiance. The still small voice of God that echoes through our history as God'’s chosen
people is easily drowned out by the egotistical voices that tell us that they alone know
the way to the promised land. But we are the “set-apart ones,” the people who are
destined to listen to another voice that speaks a different language, a language of
humility and deep devotion to causes much greater than those that serve first and
foremost our own personal interests. We are set apart to follow the laws that have
been passed down from the heart of God through Jesus to us. We are to be "“in the
world” but not “of the world.” We are to be “the set-apart ones” who live counter-
cultural lifestyles that focus on the hopes and needs of all people and not just on our
own. We are to be Christ-like in every way possible; we are to be the embodiment of
Jesus to our world so much so that the people around us cannot help but see that we
are different, that we are not like other people who bow down to worldly voices that
promise to give them just what they want and need. We are to be Jesus to a world
that is constantly being misled by voices that proclaim to represent Jesus while, in
truth, representing their own selfish motives and desires.

Whom will we follow? Who is it that speaks the true word of God? Who is the
prophetic voice of God in our midst? Are we willing to listen closely enough so that we
might hear the still small voice of God that refuses to be intimidated by the loud and
self-serving voices of our day?

Listen people! God is never silent. The real question that we need to be asking
ourselves is this: Are we really hoping to hear God’s voice among the clamor of the
egos that cry out for our attention, or are we fearful of what we might hear if we really
did listen for the voice of God? Are we fearful of what God might do to us and through
us if we allowed God to enter in and become the sole authority in our life?

It has never been easy to be a Christian, to live counter-culturally. People will reject
you and treat you as misinformed and naive. That's the way it has always been for
those who seek after Jesus, the one who dared proclaim to be “the way, the truth, and
the life.” It is not easy following Jesus in a world that scoffs at intentional humility and
sacrificial love. But it's the only way that will save our world from self-destruction.

1 ' il August 10-13
S "ﬁg New Orleans !
‘ i

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

I invite you to the Grace Gathering to be held in partnership with the 2016 ELCA
Churchwide Assembly in New Orleans Aug. 10-13. Grace Gathering will bring people
together from across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Participants will see
the church in action, worship with Churchwide Assembly voting members, engage in
experiential learning, and attend a variety of workshops that will equip congregations
and synods with tools to prepare for the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017.

And, you know that when you get a couple thousand Lutherans together the singing
will be great!

As a synod bishop, I was always delighted by the wonder and excitement of first-time
synod assembly attendees. People were happily surprised by the scope of the work we
do as the ELCA. They found the worship inspiring and were energized by being around
so many other Lutherans. So I thought, why not make it possible for people to have
the same kind of experience at a churchwide assembly.

The partnership of the Grace Gathering and the 2016 Churchwide Assembly will
provide a place for all members to prepare for the Reformation anniversary — which is
an opportunity to rejoice in the life-giving, liberating power of the gospel — by
connecting, reflecting on and discovering ways the Reformation continues to guide us
today.

Registration for the Grace Gathering opens today. Learn more and register

at www.ELCA.org/GraceGathering.
Freed

I hope to see you there! ;
rISt GRACE IN ACTION

n. DY Evangelical Lutheran
B\q V}U Church in America

God'swork. Qur hands.

God’s blessings,

W&M

Rev. Elizabeth Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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Annual Reports, Monthly Reports el 2016 Directory

#»Please turn in your Annual Reports by the end of February! Feel free to email these
to: calvaryelca@charlotte.twcbc.com & nisewaller@yahoo.com

#»Chairpersons: Please forward your members list & "cc" me on your monthly reports.
If the Council Minutes read “attached” about your committee, I don't actually have a
copy of your minutes to add to the records.

#»Please note that I may not see the Council Meeting Minutes before they are actually
approved & therefore may not have up to date additions/changes/etc., to assemble
accordingly in the newsletter. If you have upcoming events, please be sure to let me
know, I'd rather be told twice than not have accurate information.

<Please check your address, phone, cell, email, etc., & report any changes by the end
of February! I would also like to have birthdays & wedding anniversaries if yours is not

listed. Thanks! Love to all, N Ise

WELCA

«»Rowan Helping Ministries Bring food on Sunday mornings! (Basket in the Narthex).

<»Pennies for Legacy Scholarships. (normally)

<»Aluminum Can Pop-tops for the Mugumo Project, an orphanage & school in Kenya.
Give yourcansto Denise for the Humane Society of Rowan County!

s»Campbell’s Soup labels, Box Tops & Bar Codes for Education benefits North Rowan
Elementary School!

+ Used Cell-Phone Recycling Program benefits the Family Crisis Council of Rowan Co.

Please Remember the Food for Thought Back Pack Project of Rowan County!
We collect money to help provide food for school children! We have a
box in the Narthex to collect money for the “Food For Thought Program”!
This money helps make sure that school children receive backpacks with
food to help them have food at home! Children perform much better in
school & life when they eat on a regular basis! If you aren't already,
please consider contributing to this important ONGOING ministry!

. . . . . . g2,
Operation Homefront Carolinas provides emergency financial & other assist- = o

ance to the families of our service members & Wounded Warriors. OHC _e%m&e
hosts “Star-Spangled Babies Baby Showers” to benefit expecting military  wosrs carouma

mothers & military spouses in NC & SC. Contact: Marylyn Koontz 704-957-0080.

Humble allegiance to the teachings of Jesus is the only hope left for our world, and it is
a hope that lives in each of us. But first, we must listen. First, for God’s sake and for
the sake of our world, we have to listen...

With love...
Pastor Wayne

Pray for our family, our friends cZa | | Odmple C~ 7.5 s
= = g - GOD

(Please inform office of any additions or change in status) 1S

Death: Mildred Williams (Elizabeth & Donnie Smith’s neighbor) =
Homebound Members: Becky Hammond & Dorothy Dunham at Autumn Care;
Gaynell Leonard at the Lutheran Home; Dot Bingham at Trinity Oaks; Mildred Beaver,
Mary Sain, Marguerite Bingham & Julian Torrey at home

Members: Barbara & Phil McCorkle, Sonny Koontz, Brad Lindsay, Brentyn Heffner,
Martha Edwards, Paul & Cornelia Briggs, Terry & Sandra Butler, Jesse Troutman
Member s6 Pr ay efor FRendsu€eFarib/: Steve Willliams & family, John
Doe, Jerry Waller, Michael Hartman, Dawn Kessler, Sawyer Black, Mike Herring, Jim
Bradley, Brenda Dangerfield, Sandy Charette, Donna Stewart, Abdul Leonard, Frank
Bailey, Christopher Concannon, Ken Maine, Toby Wilson, Ruenell Hammond, Taylor
Brewer, Bob & Pat Schmidt, Marie Lomax, Natasha Briggers, Robin McCoy, David &
Kathy Leasure, Peter Marcotte, Collins Barwick, Chase Bivins & family, Shirley Glover,
Greg Blake, Cynthia Anderson, Kristen Seamans & family, Brandi Goad, Lynn Lankford,
David Swaim, Cynthia Gwynn, Kim Tucker, Scotty Adcock, Madison Jones, Ronnie
Henry, Bob Hammond, Lois Stallings, Peter Marcotte, Dorothy Baker, Melvin Harmon,
Helen Jackson, Carlton Miller, Dorothy Childers, Rachel Raper, John Whitehead, Joan
Seymour, Jeff Summers, Ronnie Waller, Lizzie & Zeke Overcash, D] Throckmorton

Congregational Sympathy & Assurance of the Resurrection | l

(20 |

To Steve Williams & family, & to Elizabeth & Donnie Smith at the
death of their next door neighbor & dear friend, Mildred WI”Iale | y

Calvary is accessible to ALL! We want everyone as comfortable as possible
so they can enjoy praising God with us. If you need assistance please ask!
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Community Forum on the Health of Rowan County
Friday, February 12, 2016 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM
FREE TO ATTEND!

Dr. Somava Stout &
The Rev. Richard Joyner

Rowan County is currently ranked as
the 76" of 100 counties in overall
health of the county. How can we
improve our rankings?

Help us explore how we can create a healthier community. Should our priorities be
crime, poverty, drugs, education, environment, company wellness programs? What is
the cost to business and government if we do nothing?

Forum Agenda will include:

1 Keynote Speaker: Dr. Somava Stout, Institute for Healthcare Improvement,
Cambridge Health Alliance

Current Rowan County Health Statistics

Healthy Communities - Success Story - Reverend Richard Joyner, Conetoe Family
Life Center

1 Break-out Sessions - How do we improve our community's health?

1 Reports from Break-out Sessions

1 Working Lunch — Next Steps

1
1

Where? St. John's Lutheran Church Faith Center and Peeler Hall, 200 West Innes
Street, Salisbury, NC

Who Should Attend? Previous Community Forum attendees, business and community
leaders, and interested citizens.

This Community Forum is organized by: Community Care Clinic of Rowan County; Novant Health Rowan
Medical Center; City of Salisbury; Rowan County Government; Rowan County Health Department; &, St.
John's Lutheran Church. The forum is supported by a grant from North Carolina Blue Cross/Blue Shield.

The Community Forum Steering Committee is chaired by Pete Teague. Steering committee members
include the Gateway Partners at 204 E. Innes Street: Rowan County Chamber of Commerce; Rowan-
WORKS Economic Development; SalisburyRowan County Convention & Visitors Bureau; Downtown
Salisbury, Inc.; The Land Trust for Central North Carolina; & Communities in Schools of Rowan County.
For additional information, contact the Chamber at 704-633-4221 or info@rowanchamber.com

Office of the Bishop #

PAPDY

se(sg North Carolina Synod Y

i synod@nclutheran.org %gg |
g v

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.

Dear NC Synod Leaders, January 13, 2016

As we rapidly approach the 500" anniversary of the Protestant Reformation,
the NC Synod’s task force for this observance has been hard at work putting together
an impressive & exciting slate of special events. We need your help publishing &

lifting up these events in your congregations, & we encourage your own participation.

To that end, I commend to you the enclosed Calendar of Events. (Listed below & on
Calvary’s bulletin board.) Obviously there are still specifics to pin down on several
things, but we wanted, as soon as possible, you to be aware what is being planned.

Semper Reformanda, BiShOp Tim Smith

Reformation 500 O 2016 Events
+ February 18, 2016 — 7:00 PM <+~ Dr. Richard Lischer at Lenoir-Rhyne University
«» March 31, 2016 — 7:00 PM <+ Garrison Keillor at Lenoir-Rhyne University
< March 24, 2016 — Lenoir-Rhyne University & Newberry Choir Concert, TBD
<% April 21-26, 2016 — Christian Priesmeier, TBD
« QOctober 12-21, 2016 — Tour of Germany with Dr. Monte Luker

2017 Events

# Spring - Lenoir-Rhyne University Choir Hymn Tour
+ September — NC & SC Worship, Bishp Eaton preaching

<% QOctober — In God’s Own Country, German Theater Company production
Find detail here: http://www.nclutheran.org/events/reformation500.php

Ty h Le  Spaghetti Lunch & Dinner Fundraiser
ROWAN COUNTY

Friday, February 26
Lunch: 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM Dinner: 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM
$6 — Adults  $3 — Children under 12 g (VFW Post #3006 1200 Brenner Ave.)
Meal: Spaghetti, Salad, Garlic Bread, Dessert & Drink (Sauce available w/or w/o meat)
Dine In or Carry Out sge Music with Mel while you eat!

(Free delivery of 5+ to same work address — NO DRINK w/deliveries)

Baked items (plain cakes, cookies, brownies), volunteers & diners needed!
Call 704-636-5700, option 9 to volunteer. Please help out the Humane Society!
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i Toby Perdue
#i Tracey Bumgardner

February Service Helpers :

Layton Butler ACOLYTE ii  JoAnn Thomas
Ben Beaver WORSHIP ASSISTANT 9 4 Emily Goforth |
Martha Pulliam-Edwards LECTOR i Lily Goforth HAPPY
Mark Mauldin & Toby Perdue USHERS 12 1 Parker Helms BIRTHDAY
Remember that due t3)3 \!'aJé‘”é\'etSW'Bgns,
si Damon SW{ng
custody, etc., everygne ;a0 ul f

their duties. Please keep an open heart & 15 # Norma Talbert

be readyino® a3 umpeded 'y Bdeky Viriddy

knowyoucandt hel p on a 29 asg KimBdidy Mdrray :
Sundayarrange a replacement or call 25 i@ Ron Thomas

Hizabeth Smith at 704 855-5458. Thanks! 28 & Margaret Bingham

RHM is in need of cash
Altar Flowers \*_(é& @}{I donations to help
- M'“'S es| people with their
7= 14 — Huffines w electric bills! The “Items of the Month”
21 - 28 — for February Are Canned or Dried Soup!

The 2016Flower Chart is on the bulletin Any non-perishable food items/paper
board in the Educational Building. products are appreciated. Items may be
We have very few Sundays takehf you placed in the basket in the Narthex.
want to put flowers in on a Sunday that is Thank you Calvary for your
mar ked as OHuffinesoao, WeMof;)::]tgnuedlsééport
PLEASZnI;)I;gTErR%lIJEnSSgV)\/ERsl rhm@rowanhelpingministries.org

www.nclutheran.orgis an
Wedding Anniversary <

excellent source of information on what's
Congmtu[atzon s to: happening within the NC Synod & the

churches it unites. You can sign up to
receive the Synod newsletters, learn
more about the Lutheran Church’s
hist\qry, donate to worthy causes & more!

\.‘

Janie Maness & Sonny Ali — 1% ¢ 14 Yrs!

)- =‘ Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

0{' IQ)O God’s Work. Our Hands.

Ever yvoneaos
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Men In Mission for Breakfast!

The Men In Mission have opened their
regular breakfast meeting to ALL
interested in joining us (not just men).
They've also changed the time for
bre kfast to 9:00 AM so that the Adult
Sun ay School Class & EVERYONE ELSE
can enjoy a breakfast, as well as, our
usual fellowship & "Bible Study". Please

MISSEEN  plan to join us! ‘

Men In Mission still has some ice
cream left from our “Thomas the Train”
Fundraiser. Please see Tommy Swing,
Ben Beaver, or Ron Corriher if
you are interested in purchasing items.

National Wear Red Day!

Friday, February 5
This is a fun way to draw attention
to a serious subject — Hearth Health
Issues for Women! Heart disease is not
Just a man ‘s problem. Each year 1 in 3
i deaths among women are
d caused by heart disease &
%4 stroke. Learn the warning
for women  gjgns & lifestyle changes to
A sodiaion @ protect your heart health.
Learn and Lives

The Young@ v_Group meets the
1% Thursday of every month at 11:30
AM at DJ’s Restaurant! All ladies are
welcome to join us for good food
& lots of fun!

Pearfayary Mgm 0o Joc
We wish to thank the people of Calvary
Lutheran Church for praying for us in our

mishaps & sickness, & for being so kind in

your giving.

Phil & Barbara McCorkle
Blwaus @ G vaus G

Spencer Literacy Project

Recent research shows that the Spencer
Community has the highest illiteracy rate
Rowan County. As Christians & citizens of

Spencer, we have a responsibility to

change this sobering statistic. We are
seeking dedicated volunteers to help tutor

at North Rowan Elementary.

To volunteer, please contact Marsha
Wood: gemayel1948@yahoo.com or 704-
639-3042, ext. 112. We also have plans to

implement projects at the middle & high
schools soon. To be added to a mailing list
for updates on the Spencer Literacy

Project contact Wendy Barnhardt at

wendy.barnhardt@rccc.edu.

North Middle Needs Volunteers

North Rowan Middle School is seeking
volunteers to serve as student tutors.
Tutoring opportunities are available before
and after school hours. All sessions will be
at the school. Volunteers will N
need to complete a short training
offered by Communities in
Schools. If you are interested
please see Ron Corriher.
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7 Transfiquration of Our Lord SEER75HE 9 6:00PM 10 7:00em ASH 11 12 13
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9:15 AM Sunday School Fellowship ) ;%"\}%ﬁ\'“f/é Shrove 1sh = &
9:30 AM Sunday School NS \%JTuesday Pancake Wednesday Servi
10:30 AM Holy Communion Service ) I supper! eanesaay Servic
5:00 PM Handbells Rehearsal =Gl Sponsored byMISSKEN with Imposition of Ashes
6:00 PM Choir Rehearsal (Freewill Offering) < Holy Communion
14 1%t Sunday in Lent a @ 16 17 jl_ enien 18 7.00 | 19 20
Happy Valent i \3H &=% | Dr.Richard
9:15 AM Sunday School Fellowship | 6:00 PM Supper = = Lischer
9:30 AM Sunday School WELCA provides supper @LRU —
10:30 AM Holy Communion Service 7:00 PM Lenten Service |Reformation
6:00 PM “SSSS” (Second Sunday Supper at Six) Program
21 ond Sunday in Lent 23 24 /j-l gnien 25 26 27
9:15 AM Sunday School Fellowship =
9:30 AM Sunday School ?
10:30 AM Holy Communion Service 6:00 PM Supper :
2:00 PM Council Meeting Worship & Music provides suppé
3:30 PM WELCA Meeting P 7:00 PM Lenten Service
5:00 PM Handbells Rehearsal A/
6:00 PM Choir Rehearsal &5
R-Meals On Wheels Delivers this week! Wiy

28 3 Sunday in Lent 29 Happy

9:00 AM MIEEN & EVERYONE Breakfast Leap Day!
9:30 AM Sunday School NewsLetter
10:30 AM Holy Communion Service DEPDLlne
5:00 PM Handbells Rehearsal

6:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

ebEUAFL
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